DICK LOW
After she was secured they went down into the kitchen
and gagged and tied the maid and apprentice; then, rifling
the house, they carried away two hundred and fifty pounds,
and some plate to a considerable value. But Dick, thinking
it unmannerly to go away without saying anything, went
to his late beloved mistress, and giving her a Judas kiss,
quoth he: " Dear madam, farewell; and when I am gone,
say I've done more than ever your husband did, for I've
bound you to be constant now."
Dick also industriously applied himself to picking of
pockets ; and one day he and two others of that profession,
having been eight or nine miles in the country, where they
were so extravagant as to spend all their money, as they
were coming into Hammersmith bethought themselves on
the following stratagem to get more before they entered
London. Two of them acted the parts of drunken men
in the town, reeling, tumbling and abusing several people,
who, believing them to be really drunk, let them pass on
without much interruption. Hereupon their sober com-
panion, Dick Low, seeing nobody would take them up,
resolved to do it himself; so, meeting them as if by chance,
they gave him the jostle; which not taking so patiently
as the others had done, he not only had high words with
them, but from words they fell to blows. At last, two
being against one, it was thought unequal, and they having
been abusive to others a great company was assembled,
and among them the constable, who, seizing all three,
carried them before a justice, who hearing the matter, and
finding by the testimony of the people who went with them,
that only the two who were drunk were wholly to blame,
ordered them to be set in the stocks for two hours, and
discharged Dick Low.
This order was obeyed, and the delinquents were pres-
ently put into the stocks, where they behaved themselves so
pleasantly in foolish discourse that a great number of people
hovered about them. In the meantime Dick was not idle,
for he had made such havoc among their pockets that in
the two hours' time they were in the stocks he had gained
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